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What if you need more?
If you have too little payload for your needs, 

it is certainly possible in many cases to 

upgrade the chassis of your motorhome 

to allow more weight to be carried, but it 

is not always straightforward. Sometimes 

it can be a simple matter of a change of 

tyre specification, or it could mean serious 

(and expensive) work on the chassis by a 

specialist and checking with the Vehicle 

Certification Agency. In any case you 

must follow the instructions given by the 

manufacturer. When you are looking to 

buy new, there is sometimes an option of a 

payload upgrade, which usually will mean a 

higher maximum weight and a higher price 

too. In this case make sure your driving 

licence will cope. 

Accessories
Everything you add to your motorhome 

will add weight – it’s easy to forget that it all 

adds up quite quickly.  It’s not always easy to 

find these weights as salesmen often have no 

idea. There are a few examples in table 1. 

Engine, gearbox and trim 
Now you know how much everything 

weighs, you might consider going for the 

more powerful engine option. But beware 

this too comes at a price. For example, the 

Bürstner Aviano models can be specified 

with a wide range of Fiat engines from 

the basic 2.2-litre 100bhp to the 3-litre 

Multijet Power. Few manufacturers make 

this clear, so full marks to Bürstner for 

including in their 2009 brochure the weight 

of each option, which can be up to 80kg, 

and making clear this has to come from the 

existing payload. 

If you want an automatic gearbox, this 

will usually have a penalty over the manual 

version, often by as much as 30kg, so be sure 

to include this too. Even a higher trim spec 

will have a weight. The Auto-Trail website 

has a useful calculator for adding options 

(see  www.auto-trail.co.uk/calculator.htm). 

The SE pack option for Tracker and Apache 

comes in at 44kg extra and the 3-litre engine 

and semi-auto gearbox adds 67kg. Ticking 

all the boxes left a personal payload of just 

65kg, which would hardly do. 

And if you have, say, a Mercedes Sprinter-

based Rapido 909M A-class with a rather 

measly total 255kg payload (with 3500kg 

chassis) you would need to leave all the 

options out to get an acceptable touring 

payload. Most buyers will need to go for the 

upgraded 3880kg chassis.

Our own test
Using our long-term test Adria, we took an 

example load of what we would take with 

us for a short break and weighed the Adria 

before and after. Then we filled the fresh 

water tank, put in a few beers and some 

tins of food, some bottles of wine, a full 

size awning, some extra chairs and a table, 

some books and a couple of bikes. Then we 

put two extra passengers on board and did 

the exercise again. The items were all pretty 

basic for a short holiday. The table below 

shows the result, which demonstrates just 

how easy it is to overload even a generously 

specified vehicle. For this vehicle the stated 

ready-to-drive unladen weight (Mass in 

Running Order – MRO) is 2715kg and the 

maximum allowed gross weight (MTPLM) 

is 3500kg. 

Our test vehicle is the 35L version. The 

otherwise identical 33L model, which has 

the same MRO but is restricted to a MTPLM 

of 3300kg shows clearly that you would 

need to specify this higher payload 35L 

version for an extended holiday if you were 

not to risk overloading.  

ADRIA COMPACT SL 35L WEIGHT PAYLOAD
 in KG remaining KG
As delivered to site 2740 760
Normal short break load without water 2860 640
With extra items for longer UK break 3300 200
Long term touring (estimated) 3500    0

 KG
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Table 3 - Speed Limits

Vehicle unladen 
weight up to 3.05t 

Vehicle unladen 
weight over 3.05t, but 
under 12m length

Towing a car on a 
trailer

Vehicle under 3500kg 
maximum weight

Vehicle over 3500kg 
maximum weight

Built up areas 30mph; 
Single carriageway 
60mph; Dual/motorway 
70mph

Built up areas 30mph; 
Single carriageway 
50mph; Dual 
carriageway 60mph; 
motorway 70mph

Built up areas 30 mph; 
Single carriageway 
50mph; Dual 
carriageway 60mph; 
motorway 60mph

Built up areas 30 mph; 
outside built up areas 
37 mph

Built up area 31 mph; 
single carriageways 
56mph; dual 
carriageways 68mph; 
motorways 81mph

Built up area 31 mph; 
single carriageways 
50mph; dual 
carriageways 62mph; 
motorways 62mph

Built up areas 31 mph; 
single carriageways 
44mph; dual 
carriageways 50mph; 
motorways 56mph

Built up areas 31 mph; 
single carriageways 
44mph; dual 
carriageways 50mph; 
motorways 56mph

 UK FRANCE GERMANY SPAIN

Built up areas 30 mph; 

Note: always check before you travel abroad as speed limits do change from time to time. These are maximum limits and lower limits may be in force in some areas, and there may also be minimum speed regulations. It is wise to consult one of the the major Clubs for particular country information before you leave UK, as they will always have up-to-date information on this aspect. In France there are lower limits during adverse weather conditions and for new drivers. 

Do your homework! First decide clearly what kind of vehicle you want 
from a study of Which Motorhome road-tests, brochures, websites 
etc. Do not be too seduced by luxury and top-quality fittings if the 
vehicle will be too big for you to handle, or bring licence problems. 
Do you really need a six-berth or is a van conversion going to be 
too small? Do look around inside and imagine yourself in it for two 
weeks. And take someone with you – they will always see something 
you don’t and it is harder the for the sales patter to sway you. Here 
are a few points for your checklist, but this is not an exhaustive list, 
though it will start you off. Always see more than one vehicle before 
deciding what to buy and ask if you can have a demonstration drive 
of your best contenders. A good dealer will always oblige. Nothing is 
worse than a great interior but a dreadful drive. 

› Is it the right size for your driving experience, comfort and licence details?
› Does it have all the fitted equipment you need?
› Do you need all the offered options (remember they add weight)?
› Is there going to be enough payload for what you will need to take?
› Is there sufficient storage - in the right places?
› Is there sufficient ‘moving about’ room in the living area?
› Is the bed conversion easy?
› Are the beds comfortable?
› Is the kitchen well laid out with reasonable workspace?
› Is the washroom area practical?
› Do you need automatic transmission or not?
› Is the dining area big enough for all on board to sit at the table? 
› Are there sufficient seatbelts for all the passengers you might carry? 

Long term touring (estimated) 3500    0

Thanks to to Sims Metal 

Management in Peterborough and 

Ferry Meadows Caravan Club Site 

for their assistance

Our own test

How to avoid buying the wrong ‘van
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